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Amendments to the Claims 
1-99 (canceled) 

100. (cim-ently amended) A bait holding apparahis comprising: 
a resiiientiy cieformable receptacje_itic1iu1ing an elongated, hollow body member 
having an open end arid an oppo.sing generally parabol ic-s haped closed end, fee bait being 
insertable into the receptacle through the open end and, once inserted, tlie receptacle being 
resiiientiy deibmiable around the bait, tlte rec e ptac le e longated, hollow body member being 
unitary with artd extending seamlessly-^e»«4 from the generally parabo lic-aha p ed closed end 



a plurality of apertures defined in the~?eeeptae-l© eloggated, hollo w body memhec siicb 
that the apestures form a perfor ated or grid -l ike form ation around the baitm.ttsejl^j_um|itv 

of a:!.x;rtares being positioned alo ng a lengt h of the elongated, ho[l(TOj>od\ini 

101. (previously presented) The apparatus as claiined in claim 100 wherein th.e 
receptacle is an enlongate sleeve into which tlie bait can be inserted. 

102. (previously presented) The apparatus as claimed in claim 100 wherein tiie open 
end is reinforced, 

103. (canceled) 

i()4. (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 100 wherein the closed end is 

adapted to provide a Hue attacmnent point thereto. 

105. (withdrawn) Tne apparatus as claimed in claim 100 wherein the closed end has 
am aerodynantic profile to enhance movement of the appaiatus through a Onid such as water. 

106. (withdrawn) A bait holding apparatus comprising a plurality of rings in series 
through each of vvhieh the bait can be inserted, with each ring connected to a next adjacent 
ring by one or more connecting members. 
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1 0?. (withdrawn) The apparatus as daiined in claim 106 wliereiH each ring is 
deftjrmabie and defines part of a lateral side of the receptacle. 

108. (witi^drawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 106 wherein bait is inserted to 
STdeiid tirrpugh each of the rings in series. 

109. (withdnivsTj) The apparatus as claimed in claim 106 wherein two connecting 
members maintain adjacent rings in spaced relation to each other. 

1 10. (vvithdravvn) The apparatiis as claimed in cl&kn 106 whereirs the receptacle or 
each of die risigs is forjned liom an elastomeric material having shape mersiojy. 

1 1 1. (withdrawn) A method for fonning a bait holding apparatus including a 
receptacle having a« open end into which a bait is inserted, an opposing closed ciid, and a 
phiraiily of apertures defined in the receptacle such that, when the bait is inserted, a predator 
can sense the bait via the apertures, the method comprisiD^: 

dipping a mandrel into molten material for the receptacle; 
removing the mandrel &om the molten material; 
ailow'ing the receptacle to solidify around the mandyel; and 
forming a plurality of apertures in the receptacle, eitlier whilst on ihe mandrel, or 
once removed therefrom.. 

i 12. (withdravvT.) I he method as claimed in claim 1 1 1 wherein the step of 
fonning a plurality of apertures in the receptacle comprises pressing, punching or 
cutting. 

113. (withdrawn) A method for forming a bait holding apparatus including a plurality 
0 " ' ng n svi V tliro v,avh of which a bait can be inserted, and one or more eoimecting 
mui? rsvoncct 1 ^ J -1 giMh plurality to an adjacent ring, the bait holding apparatus 
1 . ] sm 

i oil!.. ^^ n jble material on a substrate; 
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forming in th<i sheet a plurality of adjacent birt non-overlapping rings; 

fonning in the sheet the one or more coTinectiiig members such that said one or more 
connecting ineiYibers extend between adjacent rings of the plurality of rings; and 

removing said pitirality of adjacent but lioii-overiapping rings and said one or more 
connecting memtxjrs from the sheet. 

1 1 4. (withdrawn) The method as claimed in claim } 1 3 wherein tlie steps of forming 
in the sheet the plurality of adjacent but non-overlapping rings and said one or more 
connecting members comprises pressing, punching or cutting the sheet. 

1 .15, (withdrawn) The method as claimed in claim 1 13 svlrerein in the step of forming 
in the sheet the one or more connecting membervS, two connecting memters are defined to 
extend between adjacent rir^gs, one being tangential to an upper part of each ring and the 
other being tangential to a lower part of each ring. 

1 16. (witMrawn) A bait holding apparatus formed irom a material having a plurality 
of apeitures therethrough that has a shape that enables it to be positioned to surround the bait 
in a close-facing relationship, in a manner that tends to preserve the stnictitral integrity of the 
bait, wherein the apparatus is chosen from a group consisting of: 

a resih'ently defofmable receptacle liaving an open srsd and an opposing closed end, 
the bait being insertable into the receptacle through the open end and, once iriserted, the 
receptacle being reailiently defomiable around the bail, the receptacle extending seamlei5sly 
arouiid the closed end and lateral 3ide(s) thereof; and 

a plurality of apertures defined in the receptacle such that, when the bait is placed 
therein, the predator can sense the bait via the apertures, 

a metallic mesh receptacle, and 

one or more ties or tapes having apertures therethrough and which can be wrapped 
around the bait in the close-feeing relationship. 

117. (wthdrawn) Tne apparatus as claimed in claim 1 1 6 wherein the metallic mesh is 
a perforated or apertured stainless steel mesh. 



4 



lit re Appln. of Graham Kalaidch 

Applicatioii No. 1 0/505,3 1 0 

Response to Offics Action of January/ 20, 2006 

1 1 8. (withdrawiij 'The apparatiis as claimed in chmi 1 1 6 wlierein the ties or tapes are 
arraiiged in a grid fonnatios; for wrapping aroiiiid the bait, the grid defining the apertures 
therethrough, with free ends of the ties or tapes being fastenabie together to iiemxi the 
receptacle. 

1 19. (witisdrawii) A bait holding appai-atus comprising: 

a receptacle in which the bait can be held and inchiding an opening through which 
the bait can be introduced into the receptacle; and 

a closure for the receptacle opening and about which tiifS receptacle can be releasably 
attached to close the opening. 

120. (vv'ithdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 119 wherein the closure has one 
or more passages extending therethrough such tiiat fluid can flow ftom the apparatus exterior 
and into the receptacle interior. 

121 . (withdrawn) The apparatus as claiined in claim i 19 syherein the closure is a 
bung having a peripheral recess defined at one end tliereof into which a skirt portion of the 
reoeptecle opening can be releasably fastened. 

122. (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 121 wherein the skirt portion is 
retained in the recess by a tie or ring extending ciroiunferentialiy therearovmd. 

123. (witlidrawoti) Ihe apparatus as claimed in claim 1 19 further comprising an 
altractor device a.ssociated with the closure. 

124. (witbihawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 123, wherein tlie altractor device 
includes filaments attached to the closure, coloring of the closure, reflective material at or 
dispersed through the closure, or shaping of the closure. 

125. (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 119 wherein the receptacle is 
resiliently defoj-niable and has an open end and an opposing closed end, the bait being 
insertable into ihe reccptiicle through the open end and, once inserted, the receptacle being 
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resiiiently defonnabie around the bait, the recepu-cie extending seamlessly around the closed 
end and lateral side(s) thereof. 

126. (withdrawn) A bait holding apparatus comprising: 

a receptacle in wliieh the bait can be held and including an opening through which 
the bait can be introduced into the receptacle; and 

a closure for tite receptacle opening and having one or more passages extending 
therethrough such tliat fluid can flow from the apparatus exterior and into the receptacle 
interior. 

127. (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 126 wliereiB the receptacle is 
resiliently deformable and lias an open end and an opposing closed end, the bait being 
insertable into the receptacle through the open end and, once inserted, the receptacle being 
resiliently defomiable around the bait, the receptacle extending seamlessly around the closed 
end and lateral side(s) thereof and the closure has one or more passages extending 
therethrough such that fluid can flow from the apparatus exterior and into &e receptacle 
interior. 

1 28. (witltdrawn) A bait holding apparatus cotnprising a plurality of ties, each tie 
connected to one or two adjacent ties and each having a fastening mechanism associated 
with opposite ends iliereof such that each tie can be wrapped around the bait and fastened a t 
or near its ends, 

129. (withdrawii) The apparatus as claimed in claim 12S wherein each tie is 
connected to one or two adjacent ties by one or more ti-Jinsversally extending ties to define a 
tie grid. 

130. (witltdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 129 wherein each transversally 
extending tie is insertable through a respective slot in each of the plurality of ties. 

131 . (withdrawn) Ilie apparatus as claimed in claim 130 wherein each transversally 
extending tie is interferingly receivable in its respective slot in each of the plurality of lies. 
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1 32. (witlidrawn) The apparatus as ciaimed in claim 128 wherein the fastening 
mechaTvisTH is chosen &om the group consisting oi: 

free tie ends that can be tied together to fasten th& apparatus to the bait and 
a slotted head at one tie end and a free end at the other tie end tliat is receivable 
interferingly through the slot of its head to fasten tiie apparatus to the bait. 

133. (withdrawn) The apparatus as ciaimed in ohm 130, wherein sides of the other 
tie free end, or of each transversaliy extending tie, are serrated. 

134. (svitbdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 128 wherein each tie is a flat 
tape -like member, or is generaily circular in cross-section. 

135. (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in clains 128 wherein each tie is formed 
from an elastomerie matedal. 

1 36. (witlidrawn) An applicator for a bait holding apparatus that has a defomiable 
oi?ening to a receptacle, the appHcator also being suitable for an apparatus as defined in 
ciaim 100, the applicator comprising a receptacle insertion end adapted for insertion into the 
opening of the receptacle to detbrmably open the same to facilitate bait insertion, and a bait 
guiding surface extending from the insertion end and over which the bait cars be nioved, with 
tlvi bail guiding surface exteiiding towards an apphcator remote end for prolniding beyond 
the receptacle when tlie applicator is inserted in the recepacle opening to .tacilitate applicator 
handling by a nser. 

137. (withdrawn) An applicator as claimed in claim 136 that is generaily flat and, in 
plan view, that gradually tapers from a relativeiy wider remote end to a relatively narrower 
insertion end, with the bait guiding surface being defined on both sides of the applicator. 

1 38. (withdrawn) The applicator as claimed in claim 1 36 wherein one or more guide 
chasmels arc provided on the bait guiding surface to facilitate guidanee of the bait towards 
and in tbroiigh the receptacle opening. 
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139. (witbdrawii) Ilie applicator as claimed in claim 136 wherein one or more finger 
holes are provided at the remote end to facilitate user handling of the applicator, 

140. (withdrawn) An applicator as claimed in claim 1 36 that has a coiicave guiding 
surface, defining an elongate chaimel extending between the insertion atid remote ends. 

141 . (withdrawn) 'The apparatus as claimed in claim 126, wherein the receptacle is 
resiliently defbrmable and has an open end and an opposing closed exid, the bait being 
insertable into the receptacle Ihroiigli the open end and, once inserted, the receptacle being 
resiliently defonnable aroiind the bait, the receptacle extending seamlessly around the closed 
end and lateral side{s) thereof and the closure is a bang having a peripheral recess defined at 
one end thereof into which a skirt, postion of the receptacle opening am be reieasably 
fastened. 

142. (witlidrawn) Apparatus as claimed in claim 126, wherein tl^e receptacle is 
resiliently deformable and has an open end and an opposing closed end, the bait being 
insejtable into the receptacle through the open end and, once inserted, the receptacle being 
resiliently deformable around the bait, the receptacle extending seamlessly arouiid the ckxsed 
end and lateral side(s) thereof and the apparatus further includes an attractor device 
associated with the closure chosen from the group consisting of .filaments attached to the 
closure, coloring of the closure, reflective material at or dis|>ersed through tiie closure, and 
shaping of the closure. 

143. (withdrawn) The apparatus as claimed in claim 132, wherein sides of the other 
tie free end, or of each iransvensally extending tie, are sen-aied. 



8 



